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   NEWSLETTER 

M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  M A J O R  

S U P E R I O R S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A S   

The first meeting of the major 

superiors of the Americas during 

the current six-year term was 

held in Caracas, Venezuela.  It 

began on February 16 and ended 

on February 18.  It was  chaired 

by Father Pedro Aguado, our 

Superior General, and coordi-

nated by Father Fernando 

Hernández, the Assistant Gen-

eral for the Americas. 

     The purpose of the meeting 

was to consider the current 

situation of the Order 

in light of the recent 46

th

 Gen-

eral Chapter and to reflect upon 

ways in which its action steps 

could be put into practice in all 

the circumscriptions of the 

Americas.  

     The participants discussed 

the goals of the General Chapter 

and ways to accomplish them in 

every demarcation.  They made 

several concrete decisions, and 

they have established some 

plans, which will be reviewed 

during the meeting of all the 

major superiors next October. 
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Revitalization 

    Our Order is on the move 

towards revitalization.  Revitaliza-

tion, in the words of our Superior 

General means "to live our 

charism with greater fidelity, to 

serve better through our ministry, 

and to strengthen our Order in its 

life, its mission, its being, its 

works and its relationships.  Revi-

talization must become the center 

of our objectives.”   

Since his election in July 

2009, Father Pedro Aguado has 

visited America and Spain three 

times each.  He has also visited 

Hungary and the Ivory Coast in 

Africa.  He is now in Japan and 

the Philippines and will soon go 

to India.  His message everywhere 

has been the same, 

“Revitalization.”  

Mario Vizcaíno, Sch. P.  

Provincial. 



them be brought  to fruition. 

On December 17, one day 

before going on vacation, the 

seminarians served as hosts 

for “Las Posadas,” a tradi-

tional pre-Christmas celebra-

tion.  The party  was a way of 

bringing together all the 

teachers who help in their intellectual 

growth.  The personnel and volunteers of 

SEPI were also invited.  We prayed, sang 

and adored the Christ Child.  The food was 

prepared by the seminarians. 

On January 4, two new candidates 

joined our community to begin their forma-

tion process.  They are Raúl Hernández and 

Antulio Manuel.  We welcome them and 

pray for them.  We now have twenty semi-

narians. 

One of the apostolic tasks of our 

seminarians is to take part in the process 

of preparing the book for the annual 

“Easter for Youth” (Pascua Juvenil) assem-

bly of SEPI.  They choose the topic, dele-

gate the work, edit the material and pre-

sent it for publication.  The final product is 

then used at different gatherings of youth 

groups. 

Approximately two hundred young 

people from the south-east region of the 

United States gathered with our seminari-

ans in Orlando from February 5 until Febru-

ary 7. 

Piarist Fathers have cooperated with the Archdiocese 

of Miami and the Sisters of Saint Francis to educate 

thousands of young men and women. 

In August 2010, the school will open its doors for 

the fiftieth year.  Members of the school community 

have begun preparations to celebrate this occasion. 

The opening Mass of the academic year will be 

the first event for the students and faculty.  Through-

out the year, there will be other opportunities,  includ-

ing athletics.  In the Spring of 2011, another Mass will 

be celebrated, and a nice social is being planned.  

Alumni and past members of the faculty will be invited 

to take part in these two functions. 

We give thanks to the pioneering Piarists, Fran-

ciscans and lay people who worked tirelessly to estab-

lish Cardinal Gibbons High School. 
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ties with my family.  It was a sad 

occasion for me, but my hope was 

still alive. 

Afterward, I had the great oppor-

tunity to be employed for six years in 

Alabama as a youth minister.  This 

experience confirmed my vocation.  

While there, I had the opportunity to 

meet some Trinitarian priests, but 

the time was still not right for me.   

I finally met and got to know 

Father Jose Alberto Moreno, who 

spoke to me about my desires.  The 

process of vocational discernment 

began. 

After a period of sixteen years of 

seeking the right opportunity, I am 

today grateful to God.  I now know 

that He is the one, who has di-

rected me to the Piarists.  I am at 

peace, and I desire to do things 

well.  I am grateful to the Piarist 

Fathers for the opportunity, which 

they have offered to me.  I am 

determined to give the best of 

myself. 

I am from El Salvador.  After 

completing the ninth grade, I 

wanted to enter the seminary.  

Unfortunately for me, it was not 

possible since it cost a lot of 

money and my family did not have 

the resources.  They decided that 

I should complete my high school 

studies in the local public school.  

Deep inside, I always had the 

hope that some day I would be 

able to realize my dream.   

After some time, I looked into 

the Vincentians, who had a com-

munity in New York, but it still 

could not be done due to the fact 

that I had financial responsibili-

"None of the ancient 

philosophers knew true 

happiness and joy.  Even 

worse, few, maybe even 

very few, Christians 

know it.  Christ, our 

Master, placed it on the 

cross.  During our lives 

on Earth, it may seem 

very difficult for many of 

us to experience it.  

Nevertheless, true 

happiness and joy offer 

much more good and 

internal consolation than 

anything of this world.” 

 

St. Joseph  Calasanz, 

1631  
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   The two Piarist School academic teams placed first 

in their respective district tournaments as part of the 

2010 Governor’s Cup competition. 

    The new Middle School entered its first district 

tournament on January 23 at South Floyd Middle 

School.  Three students placed first in their academic 

areas:  Michael Williams in Math, Subhash Gutti in 

Science and Arts and Humanities, and Blair Johnson 

in Language Arts.  The team, which is coached by first-

year teacher M.J. Meade, finished first in Quick Recall.  

Meade was himself a former Academic Team stand-

out. 

     The high school team competition was held Febru-

ary 4 and 5 at The Piarist School.  The team placed 

first and second in three academic areas:  Rahul 

Annabathula and Swathi Gutti in Science, Anna-

bathula and Andrew McCormick in Social Studies, and 

Harmeet Bhagrath and Emily Bryant in Language Arts. 

Gutti also placed first in Arts and Humanities.  The 

teams placed first in both Future Problem Solving and 

Quick Recall and won by almost triple the number of 

points earned by the second place team.  Gary Rosys 

coaches the high school team, which has finished first 

for six straight years. 

     The Outreach Program delivered Christmas pre 

sents, stockings, and hand-knit hats to 500 needy chil-

dren in Floyd, Johnson and Magoffin Counties.  The 

delivery was impeded by unexpected snowstorms and 

massive power outages that struck the area this year, 

forcing many of the families to seek shelter with rela-

tives or in emergency shelters.  Still, all of the presents 

were delivered on time, and many children had a very 

Merry Christmas.  It is amazing how things, guided by 

the Spirit, sometimes just happen to work out.  Two 

brothers both really wanted fishing poles for Christmas 

but did not tell anyone, and they were astonished that 

two of their presents from Santa just happened to be, 

you guessed it, two brand new fishing rods and reels. 

or for other assets.  It is something 

that people need to know is available 

to them.   

Our friends can give to the Pia-

rist Fathers in many different ways 

and make an impact. 

Planned giving allows you to maxi-

mize the potential of your resources.  

You can  preserve financial security 

for yourself and for your loved ones, 

while supporting the Piarists’ mis-

sion, in which you believe.   

The Piarist Fathers’ Development 

Team is responsible for raising the 

funds to assist with the formation of 

our seminarians and the care of our 

retired priests. 

One principle means of raising 

funds for non-profits is through 

planned giving.   We are now begin-

ning to make an effort in this area. 

Many of our friends and gradu-

ates are in a position where they 

want to do planned giving for a 

small or large amount, for property 

The Piarist Fathers offer 

numerous planned giving op-

tions.  For more information, 

please contact our Development 

Director, Kevin Owens.  He 

stands by, ready to work with 

you to develop a plan that meets 

your financial and philanthropic 

needs.  You can e-mail him at 

owens9316@bellsouth.net or 

write him at P.O. Box 11822, Fort 

Lauderdale, FL 33339. 
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"I like your way of thinking 

about prayer.  All saints 

say beautiful things about 

it.  Happy are they who 

really know how to pray.  

Through efficacious 

prayer, we obtain from 

our Judge the forgiveness 

of sins and an abundance 

of graces.  This is the 

prayer that young men 

learn, when they remain 

pure for the sake of 

holiness.  The immaculate 

law of God lives quite well 

in the heart, as long as it 

is not tainted with impure 

deeds.”  

 

St. Joseph Calasanz, 

1632  

F O R T  L A U D E R D A L E  N E W S  

 

 

 

On December 12, at the 

conclusion of our Advent 

retreat, Manuel Sanchez-

Villanueva and Pedro Rivas 

formally began the pre-

novitiate.  With great joy, 

Father Mario Vizcaino blessed 

them and asked God that the 

good work that had begun in 

 

 

Some dates to remember:  

Birthdays:  

March 

25   Cl. Ivan Alvarado  (1977)  

 

May 

1 50th Aniv. Priestly Ordi-

nation Fr. Mario Vizcaino 

1      Fr. James Shea   (1948) 

14 Fr. J.A. Moreno   (1943)  

 

June 

6      40th Aniv. Priestly Ordi-

nation Fr. T. Carroll 

7      Fr. D. Powers     (1950) 

17    Cl. F. Avila          (1973)

28    Cl. Gilberto M.   (1874)  

Our coming feasts:  

 

March 

8 Blessed Faustino Miguez 

27    Priestly Ordination of Cl. 

Nelson Henao 

 

May 

8    Our Lady, Mother of the 

Pious Schools 

 

    The electron microscopes are housed in several 

labs on the third floor of the Vitreous Lab half of 

Hannam Hall. Fr. Andy demonstrated what an 

electron microscope can do. He showed David, 

Dan, Steve, and Kyle that with the computer and 

two computer screens, which are in sync with the 

microscope, a research scientist can exam an 

extremely minute piece of glass (a very, very small 

chip) and determine exactly what chemicals are in 

a given part of the micro chip of glass. The juniors 

were involved and interested in Fr. Buechele’s 

explanations. 

     On the way home Steve, Dave, Dan, Kyle and I 

began to talk about different learning styles. Time 

flew by as we drove home and I couldn’t help 

thinking what a tremendous impact Fr. Andy had 

on four junior Piarist-instructed learners from 

Devon Prep School in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

     What a blessing it was to share that day. 

D E V O N  N E W S :  V I S I T  T O  

C A T H O L I C  U N I V E R S I T Y  

     Four Devon Prep juniors, Daniel, David, Kyle, and 

Stephen accompanied Fr. Richard Wyzykiewicz to Wash-

ington, DC on Monday, February 22

nd

, to visit Fr. Andy 

Buechele, a Piarist researcher and professor at CUA. 

     At the Vitreous State Labs Fr. Buechele explained how 

nuclear wastes from old nuclear bombs and from nuclear 

plants in the USA was mixed with a special glass composi-

tion with a very dark brown color. He said the wastes 

actually become part of the thick solid glass. We peered, 

through a special hole, into the glass furnace to see the 

molten glass mixing with the waste. 

Cardinal Gibbons High School opened in Sep-

tember 1961.  For the past forty-nine years, the 
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