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1. Francis Senye (1955) 
2. Francis Rozsaly (1957) 
3. Ladislaus Torontali (1957) 
4. Joachim (Simon) Aleksa (1964) 
5. Joseph Floryan (1971)      
6. Stanley Swiatek (1971) 
7. Joseph Batori (1975)  
8. Víctor Forteza (1975) 
9. Louis Kovari (1981)  
10. Joseph (Leonard) Pujdak (1982) 
11. Andrew Soczowka (1983) 
12. Michael Pinter  (1984)  
13. Henry Mirowski(1985) 
14. Chester Naumowicz (1985) 
15. Ladislaus Iranyi (1987) 
16. Benjamín Cobos (1991) 
17. Peter Masdevall (1991) 
18. Julius Olszewski (1992) 
19. Stephen Gerencser (1993)        
20. Stephen  Bendik (1993) 
21. Ladislaus Magyar (1997) 
22. Francis Pala (2002)       
23. Alphonse Vercek (2003)        
24. Leonard Gendernalik (2006) 
25. Stephen Mustos (2008) 
26. Louis Mesko (2008) 
27. Nicholas Fodor (2009)       
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1. Stephen Senye (2000) 
2. Stephen Divald (1972) 
3. Cardinal John O’Hara (1960) 

       
 
  



Francis Senye, Sch.P. (1916-1955) 
 

Father Francis Senye was born in 1916 in Szentjakabfa, 
Hungary. He joined the Piarists following in the foot steps of his 
brother, Stephen, who was four years older.  
Alter finishing his studies and being ordained a priest in 1942, he 
started his Piarist ministry teaching in our schools in Hungary. In 
1948 many of our religious were expelled from our schools; the 
Communist government allowed only 80 of them to live in the 
two schools which remained.  
Fr. General Vincent Tomek sent him, together with his brother, 
to the United States via Rome and Barcelona. In October 1949 
they arrived in Buffalo. Like the other Piarists, while he was 

working in a parish, he started to study in order to obtain a degree to teach.  
In 1952 he was able to teach in a diocesan school in Lackawanna, Father Baker High 
School, together with three other Piarists. In 1954 he transferred to Philadelphia, to teach 
in a diocesan school while preparing for a Piarist foundation there.  
In January 1955 he underwent surgery. He had Hodgkin’s Disease. The doctor told him 
that he would not survive the year. He and his brother wanted to keep the news as secret 
as possible; they didn’t want to worry the others. He returned to an ordinary way of life, 
after an apparent recovery. By the end of the summer, his bad condition became obvious. 
He had to stay in bed. He was able to visit the property in Devon, but he knew that he 
would never move there. 
He spent the last two weeks of his life in a hospital. He showed great patience and piety, 
moving all who visited him. On November 30, 1955, he passed away. He was just 39 
years old. His was the “first blood” spilt by a Piarist in the United States. With his death, 
the Piarists were no longer foreigners in this country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Francis Rozsaly, Sch.P.  (1917-1957) 
 
Father Rozsaly was born in Tovis, Hungary (now Romania) in 
1917. He joined the Piarists and was ordained a priest in 1942. 
In 1944 he joined the Army as a chaplain, and after the war he 
remained in southern Germany, helping the Hungarian 
refugees. With Fr. Louis Mesko, he organized an office to 
help them. After two years he decided to join the group 
headed for the United States. In 1947 he arrived in Rome, and 
in 1948 he went to Barcelona with Fr. Stephen Gerencser and 
Fr. Mesko. He traveled with them to Cuba and, in February 
1949, to the United States. 
He worked for two years in Los Angeles, and in 1951 he 
moved to Buffalo. He was appointed Master of Novices, and he had his first novice in 
1951. He proposed to open a Formation House in Washington DC, and in 1954 he 
departed for the nation’s capital with the first group of Piarist clerics. He completed his 
studies and taught in several colleges. He struggled to find an adequate residence and 
school for the Piarist seminarians in Washington DC. 
In 1956 the Hungarian Revolution was crushed by the Communists, and many 
Hungarians chose the way of exile to the United States. Fr. Rozsaly did his best to help 
them. In February 1957, while he was trying to find accommodations for a Hungarian 
family, he felt ill. He died almost instantly, in the line of duty or, rather, in the line of 
charity. He was only 39 years old. His funeral was an expression of sorrow for many 
teachers and students who had known, loved and admired him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ladislaus Torontali, Sch.P.  (1917-1957) 
 

Father Torontali was born in Pancsovar, Hungary in 1917. In 
Budapest he was Fr. Joseph Batori’s student. He joined the 
Piarists and completed his studies to become a priest. He was 
good in studies, and he was sent to England where he learned 
English very well.  
In 1942 he was ordained a priest and was sent to work in our 
schools in Hungary. In 1948, like other Piarists, he was forced 
by the Communists to move, and Fr. General Vincent Tomek 
sent him to the United States. 
He arrived in Buffalo in October 1949. He was assigned to do 
parish work and to teach. He had an extremely kind character 

and was a little shy. He had some problems handling discipline in the classroom, but 
everybody liked him very much. He was always reading and was, by far, the Piarist who 
knew and spoke the best English at the time.  
He was not available to teach in Devon Preparatory School during its first year, but Fr. 
Stephen Senye told him that he counted on him for the second school year. He suffered 
from a strange illness: purpurosis. Every month he was sick for one or two days. In 
August 1957 he underwent minor surgery to fix a varicose problem. While in the 
hospital, the doctors advised him to have a liver vesicle removed in order to get rid of the 
illness. He accepted their suggestion.  He wanted to be ready for the new school year 
beginning in September. The second surgery went badly. In a few days his condition 
deteriorated to the point that he lost consciousness. After a week of suffering he died on 
August 31, 1957. 
According to Fr. Mesko, after Fr. Francis Senye and Fr. Francis Rozsaly died, Fr. 
Torontali assumed that he was next. The three of them had been together in the novitiate 
and had been ordained priests on the same day. They died before turning 40 years old.  
The death of Fr. Torontali shocked the Piarists. So young and so loved, his death was 
unexpected. Fr. Tomek did his best to replace the three young Piarists who were taken by 
death in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joachim (Simon) Aleksa, Sch.P.  (1912-1964) 
 
Father Aleksa was born in 1912 in Poland. He joined the Piarists and 
was ordained a priest in 1939.  
World War II was hard on him. He lived in Nazi camps, including 
Dachau, and returned sick in body and in soul from them. At the end of 
the war, he remained in Germany for a while helping Polish refugees.   
In November 1950 he arrived in Buffalo. In 1954 he was sent by Fr. 
General Vincent Tomek, together with Fr. Chester Naumowicz, to the 
Piarist foundation in Radway, Alberta (Canada). They didn’t succeed. 
Alter one year they returned to the United States.    
Fr. Aleksa was then assigned to the Community of Derby, where he served to the degree in 
which his poor health permitted him. He was a spiritual man. 
Fr. Stephen Gerencser invited him to join the teaching team of Calasanctius School in 
Buffalo, and he went there in 1960. In December 1963 cancer was detected in his stomach 
and liver. The efforts of the doctors to help him were unsuccessful. He died on August 4, 
1964. He was 52 years old.  A good part of his life had been suffering.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joseph Floryan, Sch.P.  (1892-1971) 
 
Father Floryan was born in Stieniawa, Poland in 1892. He joined the Piarist Fathers and, 
after finishing his theological studies, was ordained a priest in 1915. 
He was the Novice Master for many years in Poland. When Poland fell under the Nazis in 
World War II, he escaped to Hungary in 1939, and then to Greece, Spain and Argentina. He 
learned perfect Spanish. He was very talented in languages. 
Several of the Polish Piarists in the United States had been his novices, and they invited him 
to join them. He arrived in 1953. He was no longer a child. Actually he was the oldest of the 
Piarists to immigrate to the United States. He started studying English, and worked in 
several Polish parishes in Buffalo. Since he spoke Spanish well, when Bishop John O’Hara 
of Philadelphia asked for two Piarists to help in Hispanic parishes, he was one of those 
chosen. 
He was sent to Devon in 1957 and remained there until 1963, when he was assigned to 
Derby.  
He died in Derby on February 6, 1971. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stanley Swiatek, Sch.P.  (1925-1971) 
 
Father Swiatek was born in Wojslaw, Poland in 1925. He joined 
the Piarists in 1946 and was ordained a priest in 1952. 
Alter working for several years in his native country, he moved 
to the United States in the early 1960’s. He was assigned to 
Devon Preparatory School for the 1962-63 school year and then 
to Calasanctius  School in Buffalo, where he taught until his 
death. 
He died quite young on April 22, 1971. He was only 46 years 
old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joseph Bátori, Sch.P.  (1900-1975) 
 

Father Batori was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1900. He 
joined the Piarists and was ordained a priest in 1923.  
He worked in several Piarist schools before World War II. 
He then joined the Army as a chaplain. At the end of the 
war, he was advised to leave his country. In 1947 he went 
to Austria.  
Fr. General Vincent Tomek chose him as the leader of a 
team who would move to the United States. In November 
1948 he went to Barcelona, and in June 1949 he arrived in 
Buffalo. He had been invited by a Hungarian priest, Fr. 
Julius Szabo, who worked in the diocese and who had 

obtained the permission of Bishop John O’Hara to establish a Piarist community. Soon 
afterward, other Piarists from Hungary and Poland arrived.  
Fr. Batori dedicated his energy to create a community from a group of exiled priests, and 
to prepare a future for the Piarists in the United States. In 1951 the Piarists bought their 
first house in Derby, NY.  It became the center of Piarist life in the eastern United States. 
Fr. Batori was appointed Superior of the Community.  In 1954 Fr. General created the 
General Delegation of Buffalo, with Fr. Batori as its Superior. He did much to develop 
the Piarists’ presence.  He established the Formation House in Washington, and bought 
property in Devon to open the first Piarist school. He approved the creation of 
Calasanctius School in Buffalo. With Fr. Stephen Gerencser, he established the 
Hungarian Alumni Association, which helped the Piarists in many ways for many years. 
In 1960 the Piarists created the independent Vice-Province of the United States, and Fr. 
Batori was appointed its Superior. He had to deal with many personal and institutional 
difficulties during his years as Superior. He succeeded in the goal of creating a Piarist 
demarcation in the United States. His health deteriorated. His heart suffered. In 1967 his 
role as the Vice-Provincial Superior ended, but he still served as a formator. He served as 
Superior of the Community of Washington from 1970 until 1972, when he retired to the 
house of Devon, still working in several pastoral activities. In March 1975 he suffered a 
heart attack. He died in a hospital in nearby Philadelphia. Only a few weeks before he 
had seen his dream come true: the General Congregation had created in January 1975 the 
Province of the United States. Fr. Batori played a very relevant role in its birth. As a 
superior and as a religious he inspired a new generation of American Piarists who 
decided to join the Order and to follow in the foot steps of the Piarists who had come 
from Europe after the traumatic experience of a world war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Victor Forteza, Sch.P.    (1930-1975) 
 
Father Forteza was born in Palma de Mallorca, Spain in 1930. 
He joined the Piarist Fathers in the Province of Catalonia. After 
finishing his priestly studies, he was ordained a priest in 1954.  
He was assigned to Cuba in 1956. He was there when the 
revolution started and, like many others, he was expelled from 
the island. He arrived in the United States in 1961, and started 
teaching Cuban refugee children in Miami.  
Bishop Coleman Carroll of Miami offered the Piarist Fathers 
Cardinal Gibbons High School in Fort Lauderdale.  Fr. Forteza 
was assigned there in 1962, after studying English in Derby for 
one year.  

He worked there until 1967. He then went for two years to Playa del Rey, California, 
where the Piarists were working in St. Bernard High School.  
In 1969 he returned to Fort Lauderdale and taught there until 1973. He again went to 
California to work at Mary Help of Christians Parish in Los Angeles. His health 
deteriorated, and he died on October 3, 1975. He was 45 years old 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Louis Kovari, Sch.P.  (1922-1981) 
 
Father Kovari was born in Sajoszentpeter, Hungary in 1922. He 
took vo-tech courses from 1938 until 1942, and knew Fr. Stephen 
Gerencser, while working with the Boys Scouts. He was a 
carpenter.  
At the end of World War II he was in Germany. He again met Fr. 
Gerencser, who encouraged him to become a Piarist and to join him 
in going to the United States. Therefore, he joined the Piarists and 
entered their novitiate in Italy.  
In 1951, already a cleric, he traveled to Buffalo, and continued his 
theological studies. He was ordained a priest in 1954.  He was the 
first Piarist to be ordained in the United States.  
He worked in Derby until 1958.  Fr. Gerencser then invited him to teach at Calasanctius 
School in Buffalo. He taught Math and Mechanical Drawing. He organized the field trips for 
the school from 1962 until 1978.  
He also did pastoral work in several parishes. He was a co-founder of Fillmore Hungarian 
School, near Buffalo. He was appointed Chief of the Boy Scout Camp for Hungarians. He 
personally built many of the facilities in the camp.   
He had to retire from teaching in 1978 because of his poor health. He still continued 
working in some parishes. He died from a heart attack on June 26, 1981. He was 59 years 
old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joseph (Leonard) Pujdak, Sch.P.  (1911-1982) 
 
Father Pujdak was born in Nieciecz, Poland in 1929. He joined the Piarists and was ordained 
a priest in 1939. 
He worked in Piarist parishes from 1939 until 1948. He then had the opportunity of 
resuming his theological studies. One of his classmates was Karol Wojtila (later Pope John 
Paul II). From 1953 to 1958 he taught Theology in the diocesan seminary of Wroclaw and 
obtained a Doctoral degree in Philosophy.   
In 1964 the Piarists of the United States Vice-Province invited him to join them, and he 
accepted the invitation. While studying English, he worked in several parishes in Buffalo. 
In 1968 he went to work at a parish in Detroit, Michigan, while also serving as a chaplain 
in a hospital.  
In 1980 he felt sick and returned to Derby. He helped there with different pastoral and 
domestic activities.  
He died in Derby on the feast day of our Holy Founder, August 25, 1982. He was 70 
years old.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Andrew Soczowka, Sch.P.  (1908-1983) 
 
Father Soczowka was born in Biskupice, Poland in 1908. He 
joined the Piarist Fathers, and Fr. Joseph Floryan was his 
Novice Master. After completing his studies, he was ordained 
a priest in 1935.  
He worked in our school of Krakow. When Germany invaded 
Poland, he accompanied other Polish refugees to France. He 
worked with them until 1950. In that year Fr. General Vincent 
Tomek asked him to go to the United States.  
While studying English, he worked in a parish. In 1953 he 
was part of the Piarist team teaching in Father Baker High 
School in Lackawanna. He taught Latin and French. In 1954 
he moved with the others to Philadelphia to work in a diocesan school. He moved to Devon 
in 1956, becoming one of the first teachers in our school. He taught there until 1973 and was 
the Superior of the Community from 1967 until 1970.   
In 1973 he accompanied Fr. Henry Mirowski to the Polish foundation in Fargo, North 
Dakota. In 1975 he returned to the United States Province and was assigned to Derby. He 
served as Superior from 1976 until 1979 and as Novice Master from 1977 until 1981. He 
was also Vice-Provincial Consultor from 1966 until 1970 and Provincial Assistant from 
1979 until 1982. 
He died on September 18, 1983 in Lackawanna. He was 75 years old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Michael Pinter, Sch.P.  (1895-1984) 
 
Father Pinter was born in Cegled, Hungary in 1895. He joined the 
Piarists, and was ordained a priest in 1918. He was the science 
teacher of Fr. Stephen Gerencser in Budapest.  
Alter a long life working with the Piarists in Poland, Fr. 
Gerencser invited him to help him in Calasanctius School in 
Buffalo in 1964. Although Fr. Pinter was no longer young, he 
accepted the invitation. He was able to teach Physics from 1964 
until 1969. He created the Physics and Chemistry lab, and 
inspired many students who were attracted to the sciences. He 
also helped in a parish from 1966 until 1981.  
He was for many years the eldest member of the Province. He 
was always faithful to his duties as a religious and as a teacher. He worked as long as his 
strength allowed him to do so.  
On October 18, 1984, he died in Buffalo. He was 89 years old.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Henry Mirowski, Sch.P.   (1906-1985) 
 
Father Mirowski was born in Anielow, Poland in 1906. His 
family name was Miszkurka, but he changed it in the United 
States for security reasons.  
He joined the Piarists, and was ordained a priest in 1932. He 
worked as a teacher in several Piarist schools before World War 
II. When the war started, he was made a prisoner by the 
Russians, and lived in several camps in Siberia and Europe. 
When Russia was invaded by the Germans, he was allowed to 
join the Polish Army as a chaplain. Like Fr. Chester 
Naumowicz, he was assigned to different countries in Asia and 
Africa and served in the Italian campaign in 1944. He was 
discharged in 1948. 
Fr. General Vincent Tomek sent him to the United States via Madrid. He moved in 1949 
to Buffalo, and was assigned to do parish work. In 1957 he accompanied Fr. Stephen 
Gerencser to Calasanctius School. He taught Math, Russian and French.  
In 1961 he was assigned to Cardinal Gibbons High School in Fort Lauderdale, which was 
just opening. He was the first boys’ principal, and Superior of the Community. In 1965 he 
was assigned to Derby, as Superior of the Community In 1970 he went to work in a 
Polish parish in Camden, New Jersey. In 1973 he went with Fr. Andrew Soczowka to 
Fargo, North Dakota to help the Piarists from Poland to create a foundation there. In 1976 
he returned to Devon and remained there until death on February 5, 1983. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chester Naumowicz, Sch.P.  (1907-1985) 
 
Father Naumowicz was born in Szkrobotowka, Poland, in 
1907. He joined the Piarists, and Fr. Joseph Floryan was his 
Novice Master. In 1932 he was ordained a priest.  He 
worked as a teacher and pastor in Poland for several years. 
In 1940 he escaped his country and joined as a chaplain the 
Polish Army, under the control of the English.  He was 
assigned to several countries in the Near East and Northern 
Africa. He accompanied the Army to Italy. In August 1948 
he was discharged, and Fr. General Vincent Tomek assigned 
him to Madrid, together with Fr. Henry Mirowski, preparing 
them to go to the United States.  
In December 1949 he arrived in Buffalo, and was assigned to serve in Polish parishes. In 
1954, with Fr. Simon Aleksa, he went to Radway, Alberta (Canada), to establish a 
foundation. They didn’t succeed. In 1955 he returned to Derby, and was appointed 
Novice Master (1956-61) and Superior of the Community (1961-65).  He taught Math 
and Russian in Calasanctius School in Buffalo from 1960 until 1962.  
In 1965 he was assigned to Fort Lauderdale as the Superior. He taught Religion and 
Latin. In 1967 he returned to Derby. He was appointed Novice Master again in 1981. He 
died on August 29, 1985 in Derby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ladislaus Iranyi, Sch.P.  (1923-1987) 
 

Bishop Iranyi was born in Szeged, Hungary in 1923. He joined the 
Piarists and was studying Theology when World War II began.  
In 1946 he worked for some months in the Office for Hungarian 
Refugees, which some Piarists had created in southern Germany, 
and he decided to join them in their adventure to the United States.  
Fr. General Vincent Tomek sent him to Rome to complete his 
studies. In 1948 he was ordained a priest. In 1952 he obtained 
doctoral degrees in both Philosophy and Theology.  In 1953 he 
arrived in the United States and was assigned to the house of 
Derby.  In 1954 he accompanied Fr. Francis Rozsaly to the 
Formation House in Washington. He was a professor in several 

colleges in DC, and worked closely with the Hungarian refugees.  
When Fr. Rozsaly died in 1957, Fr. Iranyi was appointed Superior of the Community and 
Master of Clerics. He was a very cultivated man and passionate about Hungarian culture.  
During the Communist rule in Hungary, he delivered a weekly radio message to 
Hungarians world-wide on Voice of America. 
In 1967 he was appointed Superior of the Vice-Province, and when the Province of the 
United States was created in 1975, he was appointed the first Provincial Superior. He 
remained in this position until 1982. In Washington he continued working hard as a 
professor and a leader for the Hungarian community. In 1983, when he was 60 years old, 
a moment of glory arrived for him: he was ordained a bishop, in charge of all Catholic 
Hungarians living outside of their native country. He was the second Piarist to be 
ordained a bishop in the 20th Century. He traveled a lot visiting Hungarian communities 
around the world. His health deteriorated. On the 6th of March in 1987, while traveling in 
Germany, he suffered a heart attack and died. 
He led the United States Province for many difficult years, in the crucial moments when 
it was consolidating. He shaped many young Piarists with his teaching and example. His 
memory will remain alive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benjamin Cobos, Sch.P.  (1929-1991) 
 

 
Father Cobos was born in Higuera la Real, Spain in 1929. He 
studied with the Piarist Fathers, and he joined them in the 
Province of Castile. Alter finishing his theological studies he 
was ordained a priest in 1952.  
He worked as a teacher in Madrid from 1951 to 1960, and then 
he volunteered to go to the United States.  
In 1961 he was assigned to Calasanctius School in Buffalo, and 
he worked there until 1964. In that year he was assigned to 
Cardinal Gibbons High School in Fort Lauderdale, where he 
taught until 1968.  
In 1968 he was again assigned to Buffalo, where he served as 

Director of the Middle School.  In 1982, he again moved his bags to Fort Lauderdale, and 
worked there until the time of his death on June 22, 1991. He was very much liked by his 
students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Peter Masdevall, Sch.P.  (1916-1991) 
 
Father Masdevall was born in La Cot, Spain in 1916.  
He joined the Piarist Fathers in the Province of Catalonia. 
When he was a cleric, the Spanish Civil War started, and he 
was forced to participate as a soldier. At the end of the war, he 
returned to the Formation House to complete his studies. He 
was ordained a priest in 1941. 
After teaching for several years in Spain, he was sent to Cuba 
in 1951. He again worked in Spain from 1956 until 1959, when 
he again returned to Cuba.  
He had to leave Cuba in 1960. He accepted the invitation of Fr. 
General Vincent Tomek to go to the United States. He was 
assigned to Buffalo, and he taught in Calasanctius School until 1983. He served as 
Superior of Buffalo from 1988 until 1991.  His health deteriorated, but he was still able to 
offer pastoral services until the moment of his death.  
He died in Buffalo on June 24, 1991. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Julius Olszewski, Sch.P.  (1908-1992) 
 
Father Olszewski was born in Pinczyn, Poland in 1908. He 
joined the Piarists. He was a bright student.  He was sent to 
study his Theology in Rome in 1931, and he was ordained a 
priest in 1935. 
He taught in Piarist schools, and he helped Bishop Kaczmarek 
of Kielce during World War II. When the war ended, he 
returned to the Piarist community. He exercised his ministry 
teaching and working in parishes. 
He was invited to go to the United States, and he accepted the 
offer. In 1961 he moved to Devon, and he taught in our school 
until 1970.   
He moved to Derby in 1970. When the Province of Poland asked the United States 
Province for help to establish its presence in Canada, he volunteered. In 1975 he began 
helping Fr. Casimir Bukowski in Whitecourt, British Columbia (Canada). In 1979 he 
returned to the United States.  
He was appointed Superior of Derby in 1988.  This was his last service to the Order.  He 
died on January 11, 1992.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stephen Gerencser, Sch.P.  (1913-1993) 
 

 
Father Gerencser is the first Piarist who dreamt about the Piarist 
Fathers living and working in the United States.  
He was born in 1913 in Kolozsvar, Hungary (now Cluj, 
Romania). His parents were both university professors. 
After studying high school in Budapest with the Piarist Fathers, 
he decided to join them. He obtained doctoral degrees in both 
Philosophy and Theology in 1938, the year when he was 
ordained a priest. 
During World War II, he became a military chaplain. At the end 
of the war, when the Communists seized power in Hungary, he 
decided to escape the country. He went to Germany, and there 

he met other Hungarian Piarists who were in the same situation. They gathered and 
deliberated about their future. Fr. Gerencser proposed the idea of going to the United 
States, and all of them agreed. Fr. Vincent Tomek, the Piarist Provincial in Hungary and 
later Superior General of the Order, agreed to the idea. 
Fr. Gerencser went to Rome at the end of 1946. In March 1948 he went to Barcelona, and 
in September he departed for Cuba with Fr. Louis Mesko and Fr. Francis Rozsaly, also 
Hungarian Piarists. They had to wait in Havana until the end of February 1949, when 
they moved to the United States. In Los Angeles they joined two Catalan Piarists who 
were working in diocesan parishes. They were also assigned to work in parishes. 
Another small group of Hungarian Piarists, led by Fr. Joseph Batori, arrived in Buffalo in 
1949, with the permission of the bishop to establish a Piarist Community. In 1950, Fr. 
Batori traveled to Los Angeles and invited the three Hungarian Piarists to move east and 
to join them.  They accepted the invitation.  
Fr. Gerencser started to teach in several colleges in Buffalo. He then conceived of the 
idea of a school for gifted children. In 1957, with the help of some Piarists and other 
friends, he opened Calasanctius School. He put into place a new person-centered 
pedagogy, trying to develop the talents of students with a high intellectual and humanistic 
motivation. He was the school’s Headmaster until 1974 and the Chairman of the Board 
until it closed in 1991. The school had a short and bright history, until the moment when 
the financial burden became unbearable. Many bright students were educated in it, and 
they remember Calasanctius School and Fr. Gerencser as beacons in their lives.  
Fr. Gerencser was also in charge for many years of Assumption Parish in Lackawanna. 
He died in 1993. He was 80 years old. He was one of the greatest Piarists in the 20th 
Century, a genius of pedagogy. During his lifetime, he always showed courage, 
imagination and trust in God in the middle of any kind of trouble. He was and is a 
motivator and inspiration for those who like education and live it as a service to the 
Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 



Stephen  Bendik, Sch.P.  (1922-1993)  
 

Father Bendik was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1922. He joined 
the Piarists. His studies were affected by World War II. In 1944 the 
Piarist clerics were enrolled in the Red Cross. He worked for 
several months in a hospital. Alter returning to the Formation 
House in 1945, he completed his theological studies and was 
ordained a priest in 1946.  
In 1948 he had to leave his country, and he moved to Austria. He 
worked with the Piarists in Vienna for several years. Fr. General 
Vincent Tomek asked him to join the Piarists in Buffalo.   
He taught German, Latin and Religion in Devon Preparatory 
School (1958-1965, 1970-1973, 1980-1982) Calasanctius School in 

Buffalo (1965-1970, 1973-1976)  and Cardinal Gibbons High School in Fort Lauderdale 
(1976-1980).  He served as Superior of Devon from 1970 to 1973 and again from 1988 to 
1991. 
In 1982 he asked to return to Austria to improve his German.  He studied and worked at 
our parish in Horn for the next two years.  
In 1992 he was assigned to the Community in Martin, Kentucky. He taught German, and 
ministered to several communities in the surrounding area. He was very happy living in 
the natural beauty of the Appalachian Mountains. On November 25, 1993 he was visiting 
with some friends. He suddenly felt sick, suffered a heart attack and, in a matter of 
minutes, died.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ladislaus Magyar , Sch.P.  (1913-1997) 
 
 
Father Magyar was born in Magykanizsa, Hungary in 1913. He 
joined the Piarists and was ordained a priest in 1938. Languages 
were his favorite field of studies.  
He taught in Budapest, and in 1944 he joined the Army as a 
chaplain. At the end of the war he resumed teaching, but in 
1949 he felt threatened, and Fr. General Vincent Tomek called 
him to Rome, where he was a professor in the Piarist’s 
Formation House from 1949 until 1951.  
In February 1951 he was sent to the United States. He worked 
in different assignments. In 1954 he was appointed Superior and 
Novice Master in Derby. When Devon Preparatory School 
opened its doors in 1956, he was sent there as a member of the first teaching team. He taught 
languages, Physics and Chemistry, since no other teachers were available.  He wrote the text 
books for the study of Latin entitled Roma Eterna.  
Fr. Magyar could be called a Renaissance Piarist, because of his deep interest in the 
humanities and in science.  He understood more than 20 languages, and he was fluent in 
several of them. He kept on studying them until the end of his life.    
When he retired from teaching in 1987, he decided to remain in the Community of Devon. 
He lived there longer than any other Piarist.  Although he also worked in parish ministries, 
he preferred teaching by far. When he retired, he still made himself available to hear 
confessions. He was very much appreciated as a confessor and spiritual director by the 
students.  He was very kind and understanding.  
His body worn and his soul light, he returned to the Father on July 31, 1997. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Francis Pala, Sch.P.  (1933-2002) 
 

Father Pala was born in Terrasa, Spain in 1933. He joined the 
Piarist Fathers in the Province of Catalonia.  After finishing his 
studies he was ordained a priest in 1955. 
He worked in his native province for a few years, but in 1958 he 
was sent to Cuba. In 1961 he had to leave Cuba and, therefore, he 
moved to Miami. He helped Monsignor Bryan Walsh’s “Peter Pan” 
operation for the benefit of the many Cuban children arriving in 
Florida. He was the director of Camp Matacumbe for three years, 
serving some 5,000 Cuban children.  
In 1964 he was assigned to Cardinal Gibbons High School in Fort 
Lauderdale. He taught several subjects, but he later specialized in 

Art.  
Besides being a teacher, he also served the school in other assignments, such as 
moderator of the Yearbook and Assistant Principal for Finances. During the weekends he 
did pastoral work at two parishes in the surrounding area. He served as Superior of the 
Piarist Community in Fort Lauderdale from 1982 until 1988. He also served two terms as 
the Provincial Treasurer.  
He died on September 8, 2002. He had been sick for a long period of time. Throughout 
his life, he was able to give thoughtful advice to those who were in trouble around him.  
 



Alphonse Vercek, Sch.P.   (1914-2003) 
 
Father Vercek was born in Jablonka Orave, a border town 
belonging first to Hungary, later to Slovakia, and now to Poland. 
His father was a teacher, and his 5 brothers and sister also became 
teachers.  
He joined the Piarist Fathers in the newly created Province of 
Slovakia. Alter finishing his theological studies he was ordained a 
priest in 1938. He taught in Trencin from 1938 until 1948.  
When the Communist persecution of religious orders started in his 
country, the Piarists had to give away their schools.  Fr. Vercek 
moved to Vienna and worked with the Piarists.   
Fr. General Vincent Tomek invited him to go to the United States, 
and he accepted the offer. He arrived in 1952 and was assigned to Derby. He worked in a 
parish while he studied English.  
In 1956 he was assigned to Devon to be a part of the first Piarist team in Devon Preparatory 
School. He worked there until 1961. He was then sent back to Derby.  He was, at different 
times, Superior for more than 20 years (1967-76, 1979-88 and 1991-95). He was also 
Novice Master. 
When the house of Derby was closed in 1999, he moved to Lackawanna with Fr. Nicholas 
Fodor and Fr. Kalman Miskolczy, who worked in Assumption Parish. He died on July 7, 
2003.  

 
 



Leonard Gendernalik, Sch.P.    (1943-2006) 
 

Father Lenny was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1943. He joined 
the Piarists in 1961 and, after finishing his theological formation, 
he was ordained a priest in 1971.  
He served as a teacher in Devon Preparatory School until 1976. 
In that year he was assigned to Cardinal Gibbons High School in 
Fort Lauderdale. In 1982 he was appointed Superior of our 
Community in Devon, and he served in that capacity until 1985. 
A difficult time then started for him, with many health problems.  
In 1987 he moved to Washington. He volunteered for the new 
foundation in Appalachia, and in 1990 he became a member of 
the Community in Martin, Kentucky. He remained there until 

1997, when he moved to Derby.  While in Derby, he helped with the sale of the property 
and the distribution of the contents.  In 1999 he returned to Washington, performing 
different services for the Province.  
His health worsened. He had surgery on his hip, but nothing could be done against 
cancer. His last years were painful. He had to struggle to find courage, and to give 
courage to others.  He found that every life is precious in the eyes of God. After many 
months in hospitals and rehabilitation centers, he died on July 2, 2006. He was the first 
native American Piarist to be called to the Father.  



Stephen Mustos, Sch.P.  (1931- 2008) 
 
Father Mustos was born in Veszprem, Hungary on August 10, 
1931. He was the only child of his parents. He studied at the 
Piarist school of his native town and, following the example of 
his teachers, he joined the Piarist Fathers. He professed his 
simple vows in 1950.   
There were hard times in his country. He had to serve first in a 
laboratory and then in the Army. From 1954 until 1956 he taught 
at the Piarist school in Budapest. He was sent to study theology 
at the Gregorian University in Rome. He professed his solemn 
vows in 1957. His dream was to be sent as a missionary to Japan, 
but this dream didn’t come true. Three young Hungarian Piarists had died in the United 
States. Fr. General Vincent Tomek asked him to help replace them, and he accepted the 
invitation. He was ordained a priest in Rome on April 20, 1958.  
He arrived in the United States on January 21, 1959. After studying English for one year, 
he was sent to the Community of Derby.  He studied at Canisius College in Buffalo.  He 
graduated in 1966. He taught Physics and Mathematics at Calasanctius School from 1960 
until 1969. 
When Fr. Stephen Senye resigned as Headmaster of Devon Preparatory School, Fr. 
Ladislaus Iranyi, the Vice-Provincial, appointed Fr. Mustos to replace him. He was the 
Headmaster and a teacher at Devon Prep from 1969 until 1987. He also served as 
Superior of the Community from 1973 until 1979 and again from 1985 until 1987. He 
was elected Provincial Assistant on several occasions.  
In 1987 he left the Community of Devon to serve as the administrator of St. Stephen 
Parish in Trenton, NJ. In October 1990, he moved to Passaic, NJ where he became the 
pastor of St. Stephen of Hungary Parish.     
One of Father Mustos’ real joys was his work among the Hungarian emigrants.  For many 
years, he celebrated monthly a Mass for Hungarians in the school chapel of Devon 
Preparatory School.  He also assisted Bishop Ladislaus Iranyi, who was the Bishop for 
Hungarian emigrants from 1983 until 1987.  He later served as the Delegate in the United 
States for Bishop Attila Mikloshazy, S.J., the successor to Bishop Iranyi, from 1989 until 
2006.  
Father Mustos retired from active ministry in 2007. He developed some serious health 
problems and asked for permission to retire to his native country. Fr. General Jesus Lecea 
allowed him to return, although he still remained a member of the United States Province. 
On June 20, 2007 he moved to Hungary. Ten months later, on the 50th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood, he was called to the House of the Father.  The Gospel of the 
Mass for that day read: “I am going back to the Father to prepare a dwelling for you. In 
the House of my Father there are many dwellings…” 
 



Louis Mesko, Sch.P.  (1911- 2008) 
 
Father Louis Mesko was born on April 23, 1911 in Baja, 

Hungary.  His parents were Zoltan and Margit Mesko, and they 
had six children. His father was a high ranking army officer, 
and he served in the Parliament from 1917 until 1935 and from 
1939 until 1945. When Louis finished his elementary studies in 
his home town, his parents sent him to school at the Piarist high 
school in Budapest. There he got to know Fr. Joseph Batori, his 
teacher. Moved by his example, he decided to join the Piarists, 
and on August 23, 1929 he entered the novitiate in Vac. He 
made his first profession as a Piarist religious on August 28, 
1930. He continued his clerical and civil studies in Budapest 

from 1930 until 1936. He made his solemn profession on September 8, 1933. He was 
ordained a priest in Budapest on June 14, 1936.  

He started his Piarist ministry teaching in several Piarist schools. In 1944 he received 
an order to join the Hungarian Army as a chaplain in the military hospital of Vezsprem 
with the rank of lieutenant. He stayed with his hospital unit when it withdrew to avoid the 
approaching Russian Army.  His unit was taken by the United States Army in May 1945 
in Landshut, Germany. He was freed after just a few days. Since he could not return to 
Hungary, he decided to help another Hungarian priest, Fr. Zoltan Kotai, to organize a 
ministry to the Hungarian refugees.  

Two more Hungarian Piarists, Geza Gallow and Ladislaus Iranyi, joined them in 1946. 
In August some of the Hungarian refugee Piarists thought about the possibility of starting 
a Piarist community in the United States.  Fr. Vincent Tomek, Provincial Superior of 
Hungary, approved the idea. In 1947 Fr. Mesko went to Austria, and in 1948 he arrived in 
Rome. Fr. Tomek, then the Superior General, assigned him to the United States. He 
arrived in Los Angeles in March 1949, and he remained there until the end of 1950. In 
that year Fr. Mesko joined the group that was already established in Buffalo, NY.  

In 1956 he was a member of the first Piarist team to teach at Devon Preparatory 
School. He taught there until 1960. He was then sent to Calasanctius High School in 
Buffalo. Besides teaching, he was in charge of the library, and he cataloged the books. 
When he arrived, there were 3,000 books.  When he left in 1969, there were 14,000.  

He returned in 1969 to Devon, and he remained in that community until the moment 
of his death on October 4, 2008.  He was buried at Calvary Cemetery in Conshohocken, 
PA.  He was the oldest Piarist of the United States Province and of the whole Order.  We 
thank God for his long presence among us. 
 



Nicholas Fodor, Sch.P. (1925-2009) 
 

Father Nicholas Fodor was born in Devecser, Veszprem County, 
Hungary, on September 23, 1925. He had one sister. He studied 
with the Piarists in Veszprem and in Budapest. Attracted by the 
example of his Piarist teachers, he decided to become a religious. 
After finishing his bachelor’s degree, he entered the novitiate on 
August 27, 1943. He made his first profession on August 28, 
1944. He did not suffer from the immediate consequences of the 
war and, therefore, was able to continue studying in Budapest. 
On June 29, 1948 he professed his solemn vows, and on March 
27, 1949 he was ordained a priest.  
After the Communist party gained power in Hungary, many 

religious houses were seized. He had to leave community life, and he had to survive in 
any way he could. He was a salesman in Budapest from 1950 to 1951, a teacher in a 
technical school in Hatvan from 1951 to 1956, and a radio and television technician in 
Budapest from 1956 to 1959. He was allowed to return to religious life in 1959. He 
initially lived in the seminary of Szeged.  He later served the diocese as a priest in several 
parishes: Kaszaper (1960-61), Csanadapaca (1961-66), Mako (1966-67) and Szeged-
Rokus (1967-71). 
He became one of the many Hungarian Piarists forced to live outside of a community, the 
"Diaspora".  The Piarists of the United States Vice-Province invited him to join them in 
1971, and he accepted their invitation. He moved to the United States on December 11, 
1971 and became an American citizen in 1977. 
He studied English for one year in Devon, Pennsylvania from 1971 until 1972.  He was 
then transferred to Buffalo, New York in 1972.  He served as a teacher at Calasanctius 
School.  He liked to share an anecdote. His English was not very good then and, in 
addition, he spoke with a strong accent. "During the first month the pupils complained at 
home because they did not understand me. But they were clever boys.  By the second 
month not only did they understand me, but the mother of a pupil told me: Father Fodor, 
you are terrible. My children imitate you when they speak at home, and I cannot 
understand a word!"   
He had a special desire to learn Japanese. In 1983 he went to Japan and learned enough 
Japanese so as to return and give Japanese's lessons at Calasanctius School.  Richard 
Hull, who was the Headmaster of the school from 1983 until 1986, wrote of him: "His 
linguistic capacity is surprising. I have seen it always as an example for his pupils. He 
used to teach small groups of pupils, but he was capable of infecting his enthusiasm and 
passion for the languages even to the youngest classes". 
Bishop Edward Head of the Diocese of Buffalo appointed him Administrator of 
Assumption Parish in Lackawanna, New York in 1979. The Piarists closed their 
community in Buffalo in 1991.  He then moved to Derby, while continuing his pastoral 
service at Assumption. The Piarists closed their community in Derby in 1999.  He then 
moved with Father Kalman Miskolczy to Lackawanna, where they together worked in 
Assumption Parish.  Father Fodor served as the president of their small community. 



The Piarists closed their community in Lackawanna in 2006.  Both Piarists were 
transferred to Devon.  Father Fodor continued offering his pastoral services until he died 
on February 3, 2009.  He is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. 
May the Lord give him eternal rest! 



 
 
 
Stephen Senye (1912 – 2000) 
 
Stephen Senye was born in Zala, Hungary in 1912. He joined 
the Piarists, and after finishing his studies he was ordained a 
priest in 1937.  
Like other Hungarian Piarists, he was forced to leave his 
country, and he joined the group of those who moved to the 
United States in 1949.  
He had many qualities of a leader. He had his own ideas about 
the future of the Piarists in the United States, and he defended 
them in front of Fr. General Vincent Tomek in 1951. Fr. 
General appointed him as the Superior of the community of 
teachers that, first in Lackawanna, and then in Philadelphia, 
wanted to establish as soon as possible a Piarist high school. He was also the person 
responsible for purchasing the property for the first Piarist school in the United States: 
Devon Preparatory School.  
In 1955 the property was bought, and he moved there to prepare it for the beginning of the 
1956-1957 school year. The death of his brother Francis near the end of November 1955 
affected him very much, but he continued his work.  In September 1956 the school opened 
its doors. Fr. General appreciated very much his talents, and he appointed him General 
Delegate of the United States in 1966, with the special responsibility of coordinating the 
vocational and formation activities of the Piarist Fathers in the United States: Vice-Province 
of the United States, Provincial Delegation of California, Provincial Delegation of New 
York-Puerto Rico, and the House of Fort Lauderdale, which at that time was under the direct 
jurisdiction of Father General.  
He honorably fulfilled his positions of Headmaster of Devon Prep, as Superior of the 
Community, and as General Delegate.  On the other hand, he was experiencing a personal 
vocational crisis. In 1969 he resigned his positions and decided to give up the religious life 
and priesthood. He left the order and, after obtaining a dispensation, he married.  
Stephen Senye died on July 29, 2000. 



Stephen Divald (1921-1972) 
 
 
Father Divald was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1921. Alter 
completing his priestly formation, he was ordained a priest in 
1947.  
He worked in his native country until 1956. Then Fr. General 
Vincent Tomek asked him to go to the United States, and he 
agreed. In 1957 he was assigned to Devon. He worked there until 
1962. He then decided to leave the Order. He worked as a diocesan 
priest, and he died in 1972. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cardinal John Francis O’Hara, C.S.C. (1888-1960) 
 

Cardinal O’Hara was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1888.  
As a student in Peru, Indiana, he noticed the American 
bigotry against Catholic education.  He studied at Sacred 
Heart High School, a Jesuit school in Uruguay, and at the 
University of Notre Dame (South Bend, Indiana), where he 
earned a bachelor of philosophy degree and taught Spanish.  
In 1912 he joined the Holy Cross Fathers, and he was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1916.  By 1920 he became 
prefect of the religion department at Notre Dame.  As 
president of Notre Dame University (1933-1939), he built up 
the university and developed close, personal contacts with 
such leading Catholics as Pope Pius XI and Cardinal Francis 
Spellman.  He was consecrated auxiliary bishop and military 

delegate of the United States armed forces in 1940.  This became an important position 
once the United States entered World War II in 1941. 
He was installed as Bishop of Buffalo in 1945.  Through the advice of Father Julius 
Szabo, director of refugee settlement for the Diocese of Buffalo, Bishop O’Hara allowed 
the Piarists to settle in his diocese.  Because his chief interest was Catholic education, he 
promised to give the Piarists a school. 
He was installed as Archbishop of Philadelphia in 1952.  He invited Piarists from Derby 
to help in Hispanic speaking parishes.  In 1954 he invited Piarists from Lackawanna to 
help in archdiocesan high schools.  In 1956 he kept his promise by allowing the Piarists 
to open Devon Preparatory School. 
Pope John XXIII made him a member of the Sacred College of Cardinals in 1958.  
Though he did not live long enough to participate in Vatican Council II, he did take part 
in its preparations.  As Cardinal-Archbishop of Philadelphia, he reformed the seminary, 
founded several new elementary and high schools, began proper care for the Spanish 
speaking, sought advancement for the Blacks, opened Catholic hospitals and promoted 
liturgical renewal.  In died in Philadelphia in 1960 with these last words: “I want to go 
home and to rest!” 
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