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WITH A
KNOT IN
MY
THROAT

By Father Mario Vizeaino, Sch. P.

With a knot in my
throat and thinking of Fr. Oscar,
I cut the ribbon together with
Don Benjamin Castillo Plasen-
cia, Bishop of Tabasco, in the
inaugural ceremony of the
Church of Holy Trinity in
Melchor Ocampo Segunda.

Fr. Oscar has been working
with that community for several
years. And it has been around
the building of the Church that
the community of Melchor
Segunda has brought itself
together and has flourished.

Fr. Oscar has followed this

Nicky Barrios setting up inaugural
ribbon of the church of Melchor 2da

process of unity closely. He also
followed the flourishing of the
community with a tremendous
intensity, interest and dedication.
He was the one who should have
cut that ribbon, but he was
unable to be there due to pro-
blems with the renewal of his
residency. People were expect-
ing a miracle, that somehow he
would manage to appear with his
big smile and his words of
encouragement to everybody.
They kept this hope until the last
moment.

The community had been

4 o’clock in the morning,
cleaning, painting, cooking,
going to confession and
generally preparing for this
great event. Several couples
will get married and many
children will make their
First Communion, every-
thing was ready for the big
event, but Fr. Oscar wasn’t
able to be there in the midst
| of that joy. He was present
in everybody’s mind and
this is why 1 had a knot in
my throat.

I had proposed to him the
changing of the date for the
inauguration, but he refused
to accept the suggestion. He
didn’t want the event to be
so personalized on him, and
he told me to go ahead with the
blessing and the inauguration of
the Church. The Bishop came,
Fr. Antonio, the Pastor of Macus-
pana came with the Bishop, the
Church was inaugurated, the joy
and the pride of the community
was evident everywhere. They
had visitors from other commu-
nities that brought their entire
choir with them. The missionar-
ies from Caparroso Primera also
came. Everybody was there but
Fr. Oscar. This is why [ had a
knot in my throat.
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MISION 2006:

LA MISION QUE YO ME PERDI

(Tendrd Dios sentido |
del humor?

En las Navidades del
ano pasado, Nicolas
Barrios y yo teniamos
plancado ir a la mision.
Acabé yendo yo solo
porque a Nicolas se la
habia caducado la fecha
de renovar su pasaporte.
Y yo di rienda suelta a mi
lengua y a mi pluma:
*i1Qué calamidad!™, dije
yo de Nicolds. Y Dios ha
hecho que yo me trague
mi propia diatriba. Yo
también me he dejado
caducar mi tarjeta de res- |
idente, sin la cual no
puedo viajar fuera de los
Estados Unidos.

Me dolié no poder ir a la mis-
ion. Y no tengo a nadie a quien
culpar mas que a mi mismo. Pero
habiendo ocurrido esto sin yo

P. Oscar G. Alonso, Sch. P.

Cleaning the church of Melchor 2da for the inauguration

desearlo, ni planearlo, y ni tan
siquicra pensarlo, tuvo que ser
cosa de Dios. En la vida nada es
pura casualidad, y todo es Provi-
dencia. ;Por qué permitio Dios

e fl

Bishop Don Benjamin Castillo Placencia with Father
Antonio Ramirez Almeida, Pastor of Macuspana at the
inaugural mass of the church of Melchor 2da
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que tuviera
yo un despis-
te tan garra-
fal?

En estos
ultimos anos
de mi vida
ando force-
jeando con el
espiritu de la
o vana gloria.
| Se me mete
por todos la-
dos. De ha-
ber ido a la
mision, que-
riendo o sin

querer, me hubiera sentido yo
mas vanidoso que un pavo real y
mas hueco que una gallina con
pollos. Ya me tenia yo preparado
el discursito. A nadie le amarga
un dulce. Y, conociéndome, yo
hubiera aceptado una gloria que
no era mia aunque la buena gente
de Melchor Ocampo Il me la
atribuyera. Y esa gloria, despucs
de a Dios, hay que dérsela a la
Comunidad.

La Mision ha sido ¢l elemento
catalizador para que la Comu-
nidad se animara y sacara de su
pobreza un esfuerzo gigante
repleto de hermosura y generosi-
dad. Esa es su gloria: Levantar
una iglesia de bloques que dé
cabida una Iglesia de “Piedras
Vivas” para gloria de Dios. Asi
sea.















